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question unless the Member has first advised
the Chair and the Committee that this is the
purpose for which recognition is being
sought.

RULE 19. OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS OF MARKUPS
AND OTHER COMMITTEE MEETINGS

An official stenographic transcript shall be
kept accurately reflecting all markups and
other meetings of the full Committee and
the Subcommittees, whether they be open or
closed to the public. This official transcript,
market as ‘‘uncorrected,’’ shall be available
for inspection by the public (except for meet-
ings closed pursuant to clause 2(g)(1) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House), by Members of
the House, or by Members of the Committee
together with their staffs, during normal
business hours in the full Committee or Sub-
committee office under such controls as the
Chairman of the full Committee deems nec-
essary. Official transcripts shall not be re-
moved from the Committee or Subcommit-
tee office. If, however, (1) in the drafting of
a Committee or Subcommittee decision, the
Office of the House Legislative Counsel or (2)
in the preparation of a Committee report,
the Chief of Staff of the Joint Committee on
Taxation determines (in consultation with
appropriate majority and minority commit-
tee staff) that it is necessary to review the
official transcript of a markup, such tran-
script may be released upon the signature
and to the custody of an appropriate com-
mittee staff person. Such transcript shall be
returned immediately after its review in the
drafting session.

The official transcript of a markup or
Committee meeting other than a public
hearing shall not be published or distributed
to the public in any way except by a major-
ity vote of the Committee. Before any public
release of the uncorrected transcript, Mem-
bers must be given a reasonable opportunity
to correct their remarks. In instances in
which a stenographic transcript is kept of a
conference committee proceeding, all of the
requirements of this rule shall likewise be
observed.

RULE 20. PUBLICATION OF DECISIONS AND
LEGISLATIVE LANGUAGE

A press release describing any tentative or
final decision made by the full Committee or
a Subcommittee on legislation under consid-
eration shall be made available to each
Member of the Committee as soon as pos-
sible, but no later than the next day. How-
ever, the legislative draft of any tentative or
final decision of the full Committee or a
Subcommittee shall not be publicly released
until such draft is made available to each
Member of the Committee.

E. STAFF

RULE 21. SUPERVISION OF COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee shall be under
the general supervision and direction of the
Chairman of the full Committee except as
provided in clause 6 of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives concerning
Committee expenses and staff.

Pursuant to clause 5(d) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
Chairman of the full Committee, from the
funds made available for the appointment of
Committee staff pursuant to primary and ad-
ditional expense resolutions, shall ensure
that each Subcommittee receives sufficient
staff to carry out its responsibilities under
the rules of the Committee, and that the mi-
nority party is fairly treated in the appoint-
ment of such staff.

RULE 22. STAFF HONORARIA, SPEAKING
ENGAGEMENTS, AND UNOFFICIAL TRAVEL

This rule shall apply to all majority and
minority staff of the Committee and its Sub-
committees.

a. Honoraria.—Under no circumstances
shall a staff person accept the offer of an
honorarium. This prohibition includes the
direction of an honorarium to a charity.

b. Speaking engagements and unofficial trav-
el.—

(1) Advance approval required.—In the case
of all speaking engagements, fact-finding
trips, and other unofficial travel, a staff per-
son must receive approval by the full Com-
mittee Chairman (or, in the case of the mi-
nority staff, from the Ranking Minority
Member) at least 7 calendar days prior to the
event.

(2) Request for approval.—A request for ap-
proval must be submitted in writing to the
full Committee Chairman (or, where appro-
priate, the Ranking Minority Member) in
connection with each speaking engagement,
fact-finding trip, or other unofficial travel.
Such request must contain the following in-
formation:

(a) the name of the sponsoring organiza-
tion and a general description of such orga-
nization (nonprofit organization, trade asso-
ciation, etc.);

(b) the nature of the event, including any
relevant information regarding attendees at
such event;

(c) in the case of a speaking engagement,
the subject of the speech and duration of
staff travel, if any; and

(d) in the case of a fact-finding trip or
international travel, a description of the pro-
posed itinerary and proposed agenda of sub-
stantive issues to be discussed, as well as a
justification of the relevance and importance
of the fact-finding trip or international trav-
el to the staff member’s official duties.

(3) Reasonable travel and lodging expenses.—
After receipt of the advance approval de-
scribed in (1) above, a staff person may ac-
cept reimbursement by an appropriate spon-
soring organization of reasonable travel and
lodging expenses associated with a speaking
engagement, fact-finding trip, or inter-
national travel related to official duties, pro-
vided such reimbursement is consistent with
the Rules of the House of Representatives.
(In lieu of reimbursement after the event,
expenses may be paid directly by an appro-
priate sponsoring organization.) The reason-
able travel and lodging expenses of a spouse
(but not children) may be reimbursed (or di-
rectly paid) by an appropriate sponsoring or-
ganization consistent with the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(4) Trip summary and report.—In the case of
any reimbursement or direct payment asso-
ciated with a fact-finding trip or inter-
national travel, a staff person must submit,
within 60 days after such trip, a report sum-
marizing the trip and listing all expenses re-
imbursed or directly paid by the sponsoring
organization. This information shall be sub-
mitted to the Chairman (or, in the case of
the minority staff, to the Ranking Minority
Member).

(c) Waiver.—The Chairman (or, where ap-
propriate, the Ranking Minority Member)
may waive the application of section (b) of
this rule upon a showing of good cause.

f

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE THE
105TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. BLILEY] is
recognized for 5 years.

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the
requirements of clause 2 of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, I here-
by submit for publication in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the rules of the Committee on

Commerce for the 105th Congress, as adopt-
ed by the Committee in open session on Jan-
uary 21, 1997.

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE
1997-98

RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Rules of the Committee. The Rules of the
House are the rules of the Committee on
Commerce (hereinafter ‘the Committee’) and
its subcommittees so far as is applicable, ex-
cept that a motion to recess from day to day,
and a motion to dispense with the first read-
ing (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed
copies are available, are nondebatable mo-
tions of high privilege in the Committee and
its subcommittees.

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the
Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and to its
rules so far as applicable. Written rules
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding
on each subcommittee of the Committee.

RULE 2. TIME AND PLACE OF MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Days. The Committee
shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of
bills, resolutions, and other business, if the
House is in session on that day. If the House
is not in session on that day and the Com-
mittee has not met during such month, the
Committee shall meet at the earliest prac-
ticable opportunity when the House is again
in session. The chairman of the Committee
may, at his discretion, cancel, delay, or defer
any meeting required under this section,
after consultation with the ranking minority
member.

(b)(1) Additional Meetings. The chairman
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Commit-
tee for the consideration of any bill or reso-
lution pending before the Committee or for
the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purposes
pursuant to that call of the chairman.

(2) Special Meetings. Special meetings shall
be called and convened as provided in clause
2(c)(2) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(c) Vice Chairmen; Presiding Member. The
chairman shall designate a member of the
majority party to serve as vice chairman of
the Committee, and shall designate a major-
ity member of each subcommittee to serve
as vice chairman of each subcommittee. The
vice chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as the case may be, shall preside
at any meeting or hearing during the tem-
porary absence of the chairman. If the chair-
man and vice chairman of the Committee or
subcommittee are not present at any meet-
ing or hearing, the ranking member of the
majority party who is present shall preside
at the meeting or hearing.

(d) Open Meetings and Hearings. Each meet-
ing of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees for the transaction of business,
including the markup of legislation, and
each hearing, shall be open to the public in-
cluding to radio, television and still photog-
raphy coverage, consistent with the provi-
sions of Rule XI of the Rules of the House.
This paragraph does not apply to those spe-
cial cases provided in the Rules of the House
where closed sessions are otherwise provided.

RULE 3. AGENDA

The agenda for each Committee or sub-
committee meeting (other than a hearing),
setting out the date, time, place, and all
items of business to be considered, shall be
provided to each member of the Committee
at least 36 hours in advance of such meeting.

RULE 4. PROCEDURE.
(a)(1) Hearings. The date, time, place, and

subject matter of any hearing of the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall be
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announced at least one week in advance of
the commencement of such hearing, unless
the Committee or subcommittee determines
in accordance with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House that there is good
cause to begin the hearing sooner.

(2)(A) Meetings. The date, time, place, and
subject matter of any meeting (other than a
hearing) scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday,
or Thursday when the House will be in ses-
sion, shall be announced at least 36 hours
(exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
holidays except when the House is in session
on such days) in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting.

(B) Other Meetings. The date, time, place,
and subject matter of a meeting (other than
a hearing or a meeting to which subpara-
graph (A) applies) shall be announced at
least 72 hours in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting.

(b)(1) Requirements for Testimony. Each wit-
ness who is to appear before the Committee
or a subcommittee shall file with the clerk
of the Committee, at least two working days
in advance of his or her appearance, suffi-
cient copies, as determined by the chairman
of the Committee or a subcommittee, of a
written statement of his or her proposed tes-
timony to provide to members and staff of
the Committee or subcommittee, the news
media, and the general public. Each witness
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also
provide a copy of such written testimony in
an electronic format prescribed by the chair-
man. Each witness shall limit his or her oral
presentation to a brief summary of the argu-
ment. The chairman of the Committee or of
a subcommittee, or the presiding member,
may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part therof.

(2) Additional Requirements for Testimony.
To the greatest extent practicable, for each
witness appearing in a non-governmental ca-
pacity, such written testimony required
under paragraph (1) shall include a curricu-
lum vitae and a disclosure of the amount and
source (by agency and program) of any fed-
eral grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract
(or subcontract thereof) received during the
current fiscal year or either of the two pre-
ceding fiscal years by the witness or by an
entity represented by the witness.

(c) Questioning Witnesses. The right to in-
terrogate the witnesses before the Commit-
tee or any of its subcommittees shall alter-
nate between majority and minority mem-
bers. Each member shall be limited to 5 min-
utes in the interrogation of witnesses until
such time as each member who so desires has
had an opportunity to question witnesses. No
member shall be recognized for a second pe-
riod of 5 minutes to interrogate a witness
until each member of the Committee present
has been recognized once for that purpose.
While the Committee or subcommittee is op-
erating under the 5-minute rule for the inter-
rogation of witnesses, the chairman shall
recognize in order of appearance members
who were not present when the meeting was
called to order after all members who were
present when the meeting was called to order
have been recognized in the order of senior-
ity on the Committee or subcommittee, as
the case may be.

(d) Explanation of Subcommittee Action. No
bill, recommendation, or other matter re-
ported by a subcommittee shall be consid-
ered by the full Committee unless the text of
the matter reported, together with an expla-
nation, has been available to members of the
Committee for at least 36 hours. Such expla-
nation shall include a summary of the major
provisions of the legislation, an explanation
of the relationship of the matter to present
law, and a summary of the need for the legis-
lation. All subcommittee actions shall be re-
ported promptly by the clerk of the Commit-
tee to all members of the Committee.

(e) Opening Statements. Opening statements
by members at the beginning of any hearing
or markup of the Committee or any of its
subcommittees shall be limited to 5 minutes
each for the chairman and ranking minority
member (or their respective designee) of the
Committee or subcommittee, as applicable,
and 3 minutes each for all other members.

RULE 5. WAIVER OF AGENDA, NOTICE, AND
LAYOVER REQUIREMENTS

Requirements of rules 3, 4(a)(2), and 4(d)
may be waived by a majority of those
present and voting (a majority being
present) of the Committee or subcommittee,
as the case may be.

RULE 6. QUORUM

Testimony may be taken and evidence re-
ceived at any hearing at which there are
present not fewer than two members of the
Committee or subcommittee in question. A
majority of the members of the Committee
shall constitute a quorum for the purposes of
reporting any measure or matter, of author-
izing a subpoena, or of closing a meeting or
hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House (except as provided in
clause 2(g)(2) (A) and (B)). For the purposes
of taking any action other than those speci-
fied in the preceding sentence, one-third of
the members of the Committee or sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum.

RULE 7. PROHIBITION AGAINST PROXY VOTING

No vote by any member of the Committee
or a subcommittee with respect to any meas-
ure or matter may be cast by proxy.

RULE 8. OFFICIAL COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a)(1) Journal. The proceedings of the Com-
mittee shall be recorded in a journal which
shall, among other things, show those
present at each meeting, and include a
record of the vote on any question on which
a record vote is demanded and a description
of the amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition voted. A copy of the journal
shall be furnished to the ranking minority
member.

(2) Rollcalls. A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by
any one member. No demand for a rollcall
shall be made or obtained except for the pur-
pose of procuring a record vote or in the ap-
parent absence of a quorum. The result of
each rollcall vote in any meeting of the
Committee shall be made available in the
Committee office for inspection by the pub-
lic, as provided in Rule XI, clause 2(e) of the
Rules of the House.

(b) Archived Records. The records of the
Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule
XXXVI of the Rules of the House. The chair-
man shall notify the ranking minority mem-
ber of any decision, pursuant to clause 3
(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the Rule, to withhold
a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a de-
termination on the written request of any
member of the Committee. The chairman
shall consult with the ranking minority
member on any communication from the Ar-
chivist of the United States or the Clerk of
the House concerning the disposition of non-
current records pursuant to clause 3(b) of the
Rule.

RULE 9. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Supplemental, Minority, and Additional
Views. If, at the time of approval of any
measure or matter by the Committee, any
member or members of the Committee
should give notice of an intention to file sup-
plemental, minority, or additional views,
that member shall be entitled to not less
than two subsequent calendar days (exclu-

sive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on
such days) in which to file such views in
writing and signed by that member or mem-
bers with the Committee. All such views so
filed shall be included within and shall be
part of the report filed by the Committee
with respect to that measure or matter.

(b) Investigative and Oversight Reports. A
proposed investigative or oversight report
shall be considered as read if it has been
available to the members of the Committee
for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays except when the
House is in session on such days).

(c) Filing of Investigative and Oversight Re-
ports. After the adjournment of the last regu-
lar session of a Congress sine die, an inves-
tigative or oversight report may be filed
with the Clerk of the House at any time, pro-
vided that if a member gives timely notice of
intention to file supplemental, minority, or
additional views, that member shall be enti-
tled to not less than seven calendar days in
which to submit such views for inclusion
with the report.

(d) Activity Reports. After an adjournment
of the last regular session of a Congress sine
die, the chairman of the Committee may file
at any time with the Clerk of the House the
Committee’s activity report for that Con-
gress pursuant to clause 1(d)(1) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House without the approval
of the Committee, provided that a copy of
the report has been available to each mem-
ber of the Committee for at least seven cal-
endar days and the report includes any sup-
plemental, minority, or additional views
submitted by a member of the Committee.

RULE 10. SUBCOMMITTEES

There shall be such standing subcommit-
tees with such jurisdiction and size as deter-
mined by the majority party caucus of the
Committee. The jurisdiction, number, and
size of the subcommittees shall be deter-
mined by the majority party caucus prior to
the start of the process for establishing sub-
committee chairmanships and assignments.

RULE 11. POWERS AND DUTIES OF
SUBCOMMITTEES

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive testimony, mark up
legislation, and report to the Committee on
all matters referred to it. Subcommittee
chairmen shall set hearing and meeting
dates only with the approval of the chairman
of the Committee with a view toward assur-
ing the availability of meeting rooms and
avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Com-
mittee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings wherever possible.

RULE 12. REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND
OTHER MATTERS

All legislation and other matters referred
to the Committee shall be referred to the
subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction
within two weeks of the date of receipt by
the Committee unless, by majority vote of
the members of the Committee, consider-
ation is to be by the full Committee. In the
case of legislation or other matter within
the jurisdiction of more than one sub-
committee, the chairman of the Committee
may, in his discretion, refer the matter si-
multaneously to two or more subcommittees
for concurrent consideration, or may des-
ignate a subcommittee of primary jurisdic-
tion and also refer the matter to one or more
additional subcommittees for consideration
in sequence (subject to appropriate time lim-
itations), either on its initial referral or
after the matter has been reported by the
subcommittee of primary jurisdiction. Such
authority shall include the authority to
refer such legislation or matter to an ad hoc
subcommittee appointed by the chairman,
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with the approval of the Committee, from
the members of the subcommittee having
legislative or oversight jurisdiction.

RULE 13. RATIO OF SUBCOMMITTEES

The majority caucus of the Committee
shall determine an appropriate ratio of ma-
jority to minority party members for each
subcommittee and the chairman shall nego-
tiate that ratio with the minority party, pro-
vided that the ratio of party members on
each subcommittee shall be no less favorable
to the majority than that of the full Com-
mittee, nor shall such ratio provide for a ma-
jority of less than two majority members.

RULE 14. SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

(a) Minority Party Membership. The major-
ity party members of the standing sub-
committees shall be selected by a process de-
termined by the majority party members.
The selection of majority party members of
the standing subcommittees shall be con-
ducted at a meeting of the majority party
caucus of the Committee held prior to any
organizational meeting of the Committee.

(b) Minority Party Membership. The minor-
ity party members of the standing sub-
committees shall be selected by a process de-
termined by the minority party members.
The selection of minority party members of
the standing subcommittees shall be con-
ducted prior to any organizational meeting
of the Committee.

(c) Ex Officio Members. The chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
shall be ex officio members with voting privi-
leges of each subcommittee of which they
are not assigned as members and may be
counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum in such subcommittees.

RULE 15. SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

(a) Chairman’s Nominations. The chairman
shall nominate a slate of chairmen for the
standing subcommittees. The chairman’s
slate shall be subject to approval by a major-
ity of the majority party caucus of the Com-
mittee. If the chairman’s initial slate is not
approved by a majority, the chairman shall
present an alternative slate of nominations
until a slate is approved by a majority of the
majority party caucus.

(b) Managing Legislation on the House Floor.
The chairman, in his discretion, shall des-
ignate which member shall manage legisla-
tion reported by the Committee to the
House.

RULE 16. COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL AND
CLERICAL STAFF APPOINTMENTS

(a) Delegation of Staff. Whenever the chair-
man of the Committee determines that any
professional staff member appointed pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 6 of Rule XI
of the House of Representatives, who is as-
signed to such chairman and not to the rank-
ing minority member, by reason of such pro-
fessional staff member’s expertise or quali-
fications will be of assistance to one or more
subcommittees in carrying out their as-
signed responsibilities, he may delegate such
member to such subcommittees for such pur-
pose. A delegation of a member of the profes-
sional staff pursuant to this subsection shall
be made after consultation with subcommit-
tee chairmen and with the approval of the
subcommittee chairman or chairmen in-
volved.

(b) Minority Professional Staff. Professional
staff members appointed pursuant to clause 6
of Rule XI of the House of Representatives,
who are assigned to the ranking minority
member of the Committee and not to the
chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the
minority party members of the Committee
consider advisable.

(c) Additional Staff Appointments. In addi-
tion to the professional staff appointed pur-

suant to clause 6 of Rule XI of the House of
Representatives, the chairman of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled to make such ap-
pointments to the professional and clerical
staff of the Committee as may be provided
within the budget approved for such purposes
by the Committee. Such appointee shall be
assigned to such business of the full Commit-
tee as the chairman of the Committee con-
siders advisable.

(d) Sufficient Staff. The chairman shall en-
sure that sufficient staff is made available to
each subcommittee to carry out its respon-
sibilities under the rules of the Committee.

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in
Appointment of Committee Staff. The chairman
shall ensure that the minority members of
the Committee are treated fairly in appoint-
ment of Committee staff.

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermittent
Services. Any contract for the temporary
services or intermittent service of individual
consultants or organizations to make studies
or advise the Committee or its subcommit-
tees with respect to any matter within their
jurisdiction shall be deemed to have been ap-
proved by a majority of the members of the
Committee if approved by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee.
Such approval shall not be deemed to have
been given if at least one-third of the mem-
bers of the Committee request in writing
that the Committee formally act on such a
contract, if the request is made within 10
days after the latest date on which such
chairman or chairmen, and such ranking mi-
nority member or members, approve such
contract.

RULE 17. SUPERVISION, DUTIES OF STAFF

(a) Supervision of Majority Staff. The profes-
sional and clerical staff of the Committee
not delegated to the minority shall be under
the supervision and direction of the chair-
man who, in consultation with the chairmen
of the subcommittees, shall establish and as-
sign the duties and responsibilities of such
staff members and delegate such authority
as he determines appropriate.

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff. The profes-
sional and clerical staff assigned to the mi-
nority shall be under the supervision and di-
rection of the minority members of the Com-
mittee, who may delegate such authority as
they determine appropriate.

RULE 18. COMMITTEE BUDGET

(a) Preparation of Committee Budget. The
chairman of the Committee, after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member of
the Committee and the chairmen of the sub-
committees, shall for the 105th Congress pre-
pare a preliminary budget for the Commit-
tee, with such budget including necessary
amounts for professional and clerical staff,
travel, investigations, equipment and mis-
cellaneous expenses of the Committee and
the subcommittees, and which shall be ade-
quate to fully discharge the Committee’s re-
sponsibilities for legislation and oversight.
Such budget shall be presented by the chair-
man to the majority party caucus of the
Committee and thereafter to the full Com-
mittee for its approval.

(b) Approval of the Committee Budget. The
chairman shall take whatever action is nec-
essary to have the budget as finally approved
by the Committee duly authorized by the
House. No proposed Committee budget may
be submitted to the Committee on House
Oversight unless it has been presented to and
approved by the majority party caucus and
thereafter by the full Committee. The chair-
man of the Committee may authorize all
necessary expenses in accordance with these
rules and within the limits of the Commit-
tee’s budget as approved by the House.

(c) Monthly Expenditures Report. Committee
members shall be furnished a copy of each

monthly report, prepared by the chairman
for the Committee on House Oversight,
which shows expenditures made during the
reporting period and cumulative for the year
by the Committee and subcommittees, an-
ticipated expenditures for the projected
Committee program, and detailed informa-
tion on travel.

RULE 19. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS

Any meeting or hearing that is open to the
public may be covered in whole or in part by
radio or television or still photography, sub-
ject to the requirements of Rule XI, clause 3,
of the Rules of the House. The coverage of
any hearing or other proceeding of the Com-
mittee or any subcommittee thereof by tele-
vision, radio, or still photography shall be
under the direct supervision of the chairman
of the Committee, the subcommittee chair-
man, or other member of the Committee pre-
siding at such hearing or other proceeding
and may be terminated by such member in
accordance with the Rules of the House.

RULE 20. COMPTROLLER GENERAL AUDITS

The chairman of the Committee is author-
ized to request verification examinations by
the Comptroller General of the United States
pursuant to Title V, Part A of the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act (Public Law 94-
163), after consultation with the members of
the Committee.

RULE 21. SUBPOENAS

The Committee, or any subcommittee,
may authorize and issue a subpoena under
clause 2(m)(2)(A) of Rule XI of the House, if
authorized by a majority of the members
voting of the Committee or subcommittee
(as the case may be), a quorum being
present. Authorized subpoenas may be issued
over the signature of the chairman of the
Committee or any member designated by the
Committee, and may be served by any person
designated by such chairman or member.
The chairman of the Committee may author-
ize and issue subpoenas under such clause
during any period for which the House has
adjourned for a period in excess of 3 days
when, in the opinion of the chairman, au-
thorization and issuance of the subpoena is
necessary to obtain the material set forth in
the subpoena. The chairman shall report to
the members of the Committee on the au-
thorization and issuance of a subpoena dur-
ing the recess period as soon as practicable
but in no event later than one week after
service of such subpoena.

RULE 22. TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) Approval of Travel. Consistent with the
primary expense resolution and the addi-
tional expense resolutions as may have been
approved, the provisions of this rule shall
govern travel of Committee members and
staff. Travel to be reimbursed from funds set
aside for the Committee for any member or
any staff member shall be paid only upon the
prior authorization of the chairman. Travel
may be authorized by the chairman for any
member and any staff member in connection
with the attendance of hearings conducted
by the Committee or any subcommittee
thereof and meetings, conferences, and in-
vestigations which involve activities or sub-
ject matter under the general jurisdiction of
the Committee. Before such authorization is
given there shall be submitted to the chair-
man in writing the following: (1) the purpose
of the travel; (2) the dates during which the
travel is to be made and the date or dates of
the event for which the travel is being made;
(3) the location of the event for which the
travel is to be made; and (4) the names of
members and staff seeking authorization.

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Members
and Staff. In the case of travel by minority
party members and minority party profes-
sional staff for the purpose set out in (a), the
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prior approval, not only of the chairman but
also of the ranking minority member, shall
be required. Such prior authorization shall
be given by the chairman only upon the rep-
resentation by the ranking minority member
in writing setting forth those items enumer-
ated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of paragraph (a).

APPENDICES: RULE XI, CLAUSES 2 AND 3 OF
THE RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES FOR THE 105TH CONGRESS

RULE XI: RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR
COMMITTEES

Clause 2: Committee Rules

Adoption of written rules

2. (a) Each standing committee of the
House shall adopt written rules governing its
procedure. Such rules—

(1) shall be adopted in a meeting which is
open to the public unless the committee, in
open session and with a quorum present, de-
termined by roll call vote that all or part of
the meeting on that day is to be closed to
the public;

(2) shall be not inconsistent with the Rules
of the House or with those provisions of law
having the force and effect of Rules of the
House; and

(3) shall in any event incorporate all of the
succeeding provisions of this clause to the
extent applicable.

Each committee’s rules specifying its regu-
lar meeting days, and any other rules of a
committee which are in addition to the pro-
visions of this clause, shall be published in
the Congressional Record not later than
thirty days after the committee is elected in
each odd-numbered year. Each select or joint
committee shall comply with the provisions
of this paragraph unless specifically prohib-
ited by law.

Regular meeting days

(b) Each standing committee of the House
shall adopt regular meeting days, which
shall be not less frequent than monthly, for
the conduct of its business. Each such com-
mittee shall meet, for the consideration of
any bill or resolution pending before the
committee or for the transaction of other
committee business, on all regular meeting
days fixed by the committee, unless other-
wise provided by written rule adopted by the
committee.

Additional and special meetings

(c)(1) The chairman of each standing com-
mittee may call and convene, as he or she
considers necessary, additional meetings of
the committee for the consideration of any
bill or resolution pending before the commit-
tee or for the conduct of other committee
business. The committee shall meet for such
purpose pursuant to that call of the chair-
man.

(2) If at least three members of any stand-
ing committee desire that a special meeting
of the committee be called by the chairman,
those members may file in the offices of the
committee their written request to the
chairman for that special meeting. Such re-
quest shall specify the measure or matter to
be considered. Immediately upon the filing
of the request, the clerk of the committee
shall notify the chairman of the filing of the
request. If, within three calendar days after
the filing of the request, the chairman does
not call the requested special meeting, to be
held within seven calendar days after the fil-
ing of the request, a majority of the mem-
bers of the committee may file in the offices
of the committee their written notice that a
special meeting of the committee will be
held, specifying the date and hour of, and the
measure or matter to be considered at, that
special meeting. The committee shall meet
on that date and hour. Immediately upon the

filing of the notice, the clerk of the commit-
tee shall notify all members of the commit-
tee that such special meeting will be held
and inform them of its date and hour and the
measure or matter to be considered; and only
the measure or matter specified in that no-
tice may be considered at that special meet-
ing.
Vice chairman or ranking majority member to

preside in absence of chairman
(d) A member of the majority party on any

standing committee or subcommittee there-
of designated by the chairman of the full
committee shall be vice chairman of the
committee or subcommittee, as the case
may be, and shall preside at any meeting
during the temporary absence of the chair-
man. If the chairman and vice chairman of
the committee or subcommittee are not
present at any meeting of the committee or
subcommittee, the ranking member of the
majority party who is present shall preside
at that meeting.
Committee records

(e)(1) Each committee shall keep a com-
plete record of all committee action which
shall include—

(A) in the case of any meeting or hearing
transcript, a substantially verbatim account
of remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks
involved; and

(B) a record of the votes on any question
on which a rollcall vote is demanded. The re-
sult of each such roll call vote shall be made
available by the committee for inspection by
the public at reasonable times in the offices
of the committee. Information so available
for public inspection shall include a descrip-
tion of the amendment, motion, order, or
other proposition and the name of each
Member voting for and each Member voting
against such amendment, motion, order, or
proposition, and the names of those Members
present but not voting.

(2) All committee hearings, records, data,
charts, and files shall be kept separate and
distinct from the congressional office
records of the Member serving as chairman
of the committee; and such records shall be
the property of the House and all Members of
the House shall have access thereto, except
that in the case of records in the Committee
on Standards of Official Conduct respecting
the conduct of any Member, officer, or em-
ployee of the House, no Member of the House
(other than a member of such committee)
shall have access thereto without the spe-
cific, prior approval of the committee.

(3) Each committee shall include in its
rules standards for availability of records of
the committee delivered to the Archivist of
the United States under rule XXXVI. Such
standards shall specify procedures for orders
of the committee under clause 3(b)(3) and
clause 4(b) of rule XXXVI, including a re-
quirement that nonavailability of a record
for a period longer than the period otherwise
applicable under that rule shall be approved
by vote of the committee.

(4) Each committee shall, to the maximum
extent feasible, make its publications avail-
able in electronic form.
Prohibition against proxy voting

(f) No vote by any member of any commit-
tee or subcommittee with respect to any
measure or matter may be cast by proxy.
Open meetings and hearings

(g)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of
business, including the markup of legisla-
tion, of each standing committee or sub-
committee thereof shall be open to the pub-
lic, including to radio, television, and still
photography coverage, except as provided by

clause 3(f)(2), except when the committee or
subcommittee, in open session and with a
majority present, determines by roll call
vote that all or part of the remainder of the
meeting on that day shall be closed to the
public because disclosure of matters to be
considered would endanger national security,
would compromise sensitive law enforcement
information, would tend to defame, degrade
or incriminate any person, or otherwise
would violate any law or rule of the House:
Provided, however, That no person other
than members of the committee and such
congressional staff and such departmental
representatives as they may authorize shall
be present at any business or markup session
which has been closed to the public. This
paragraph does not apply to open committee
hearings which are provided for by clause
4(a)(1) of rule X or by subparagraph (2) of
this paragraph.

(2) Each hearing conducted by each com-
mittee or subcommittee thereof shall be
open to the public, including to radio, tele-
vision, and still photography coverage, ex-
cept when the committee or subcommittee,
in open session and with a majority present,
determines by roll call vote that all or part
of the remainder of that hearing on that day
shall be closed to the public because disclo-
sure of testimony, evidence, or other matters
to be considered would endanger the national
security, would compromise sensitive law
enforcement information, or would violate
any law or rule of the House of Representa-
tives. Notwithstanding the requirements of
the preceding sentence, a majority of those
present, there being in attendance the req-
uisite number required under the rules of the
committee to be present for the purpose of
taking testimony,

(A) may vote to close the hearing for the
sole purpose of discussing whether testimony
or evidence to be received would endanger
the national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or
violate clause 2(k)(5) of rule XI; or

(B) may vote to close the hearing, as pro-
vided in clause 2(k)(5) of rule XI.

No Member may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing
of any committee or subcommittee, with the
exception of the Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct, unless the House of Rep-
resentatives shall by majority vote authorize
a particular committee or subcommittee, for
purposes of a particular series of hearings on
a particular article of legislation or on a par-
ticular subject of investigation, to close its
hearings to Members by the same procedures
designated in this subparagraph for closing
hearings to the public: Provided, however,
That the committee or subcommittee may
by the same procedure vote to close one sub-
sequent day of hearing except that the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, the Committee on
National Security, and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence and the sub-
committees therein may, by the same proce-
dure, vote to close up to five additional con-
secutive days of hearings.

(3) The chairman of each committee of the
House (except the Committee on Rules) shall
make public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any committee
hearing at least one week before the com-
mencement of the hearing. If the chairman
of the committee, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, determines
there is good cause to begin the hearing
sooner, or if the committee so determines by
majority vote, a quorum being present for
the transaction of business, the chairman
shall make the announcement at the earliest
possible date. Any announcement made
under this subparagraph shall be promptly
published in the Daily Digest and promptly



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH372 February 6, 1997
entered into the committee scheduling serv-
ice of the House Information Resources.

(4) Each committee shall, to the greatest
extent practicable, require witnesses who ap-
pear before it to submit in advance written
statements of proposed testimony and to
limit their initial oral presentations to the
committee to brief summaries thereof. In
the case of a witness appearing in a non-
governmental capacity, a written statement
of proposed testimony shall include a cur-
riculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount
and source (by agency and program) of any
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) received dur-
ing the current fiscal year or either of the
two previous fiscal years by the witness or
by an entity represented by the witness.

(5) No point of order shall lie with respect
to any measure reported by any committee
on the ground that hearings on such measure
were not conducted in accordance with the
provisions of this clause; except that a point
of order on that ground may be made by any
member of the committee which reported
the measure if, in the committee, such point
of order was (A) timely made and (B) improp-
erly overruled or not properly considered.

(6) The preceding provisions of this para-
graph do not apply to the committee hear-
ings which are provided for by clause 4(a)(1)
of rule X.
Quorum for taking testimony and certain other

action
(h)(1) Each committee may fix the number

of its members to constitute a quorum for
taking testimony and receiving evidence
which shall be not less than two.

(2) Each committee (except the Committee
on Appropriations, the Committee on the
Budget, and the Committee on Ways and
Means) may fix the number of its members
to constitute a quorum for taking any action
other than the reporting of a measure or rec-
ommendation which shall be not less than
one-third of the members.
Limitation on committees‘ sittings

(i) No committee of the House may sit dur-
ing a joint session of the House and Senate
or during a recess when a joint meeting of
the House and Senate is in progress.
Calling and interrogation of witnesses

(j)(1) Whenever any hearing is conducted
by any committee upon any measure or mat-
ter, the minority party members on the com-
mittee shall be entitled, upon request to the
chairman by a majority of them before the
completion of the hearing, to call witnesses
selected by the minority to testify with re-
spect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of hearing thereon.

(2) (A) Subject to subdivisions (B) and (C),
each committee shall apply the five-minute
rule in the interrogation of witnesses in any
hearing until such time as each member of
the committee who so desires has had an op-
portunity to question each witness.

(B) A committee may adopt a rule or mo-
tion permitting an equal number of its ma-
jority and minority party members each to
question a witness for a specified period not
longer than 30 minutes.

(C) A committee may adopt a rule or mo-
tion permitting committee staff for its ma-
jority and minority party members to ques-
tion a witness for equal specified periods.
Investigative hearing procedures

(k)(1) The chairman at an investigative
hearing shall announce in an opening state-
ment the subject of the investigation.

(2) A copy of the committee rules and this
clause shall be made available to each wit-
ness.

(3) Witnesses at investigative hearings may
be accompanied by their own counsel for the
purpose of advising them concerning their
constitutional rights.

(4) The chairman may punish breaches of
order and decorum, and of professional ethics
on the part of counsel, by censure and exclu-
sion from the hearings; and the committee
may cite the offender to the House for con-
tempt.

(5) Whenever it is asserted that the evi-
dence or testimony at an investigatory hear-
ing may tend to defame, degrade, or incrimi-
nate any person,

(A) such testimony or evidence shall be
presented in executive session, notwith-
standing the provisions of clause 2(g)(2) of
this rule, if by a majority of those present,
there being in attendance the requisite num-
ber required under the rules of the commit-
tee to be present for the purpose of taking
testimony, the committee determines that
such evidence or testimony may tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person;
and

(B) the committee shall proceed to receive
such testimony in open session only if the
committee, a majority being present, deter-
mines that such evidence or testimony will
not tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate
any person.
In either case the committee shall afford
such person an opportunity voluntarily to
appear as a witness, and receive and dispose
of requests from such person to subpoena ad-
ditional witnesses.

(6) Except as provided in subparagraph (5),
the chairman shall receive and the commit-
tee shall dispose of requests to subpoena ad-
ditional witnesses.

(7) No evidence or testimony taken in exec-
utive session may be released or used in pub-
lic sessions without the consent of the com-
mittee.

(8) In the discretion of the committee, wit-
nesses may submit brief and pertinent sworn
statements in writing for inclusion in the
record. The committee is the sole judge of
the pertinency of testimony and evidence ad-
duced at its hearing.

(9) A witness may obtain a transcript copy
of his testimony given at a public session or,
if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the committee.
Committee procedures for reporting bills and res-

olutions
(l)(1)(A) It shall be the duty of the chair-

man of each committee to report or cause to
be reported promptly to the House any meas-
ure approved by the committee and to take
or cause to be taken necessary steps to bring
a matter to a vote.

(B) In any event, the report of any commit-
tee on a measure which has been approved by
the committee shall be filed within seven
calendar days (exclusive of days on which
the House is not in session) after the day on
which there has been filed with the clerk of
the committee a written request, signed by a
majority of the members of the committee,
for the reporting of that measure. Upon the
filing of any such request, the clerk of the
committee shall transmit immediately to
the chairman of the committee notice of the
filing of that request. This subdivision does
not apply to a report of the Committee on
Rules with respect to the rules, joint rules,
or order of business of the House or to the re-
porting of a resolution of inquiry addressed
to the head of an executive department.

(2)(A) No measure or recommendation
shall be reported from any committee unless
a majority of the committee was actually
present.

(B) With respect to each rollcall vote on a
motion to report any measure or matter of a
public character, and on any amendment of-
fered to the measure or matter, the total
number of votes cast for and against, and the
names of those members voting for and
against, shall be included in the committee
report on the measure or matter.

(3) The report of any committee on a meas-
ure which has been approved by the commit-
tee shall include (A) the oversight findings
and recommendations required pursuant to
clause 2(b)(1) of rule X separately set out and
clearly identified; (B) the statement required
by section 308(a)(1) of the Congressional
Budget Act of l974, separately set out and
clearly identified, if the measure provides
new budget authority (other than continuing
appropriations), new spending authority de-
scribed in section 401(c)(2) of such Act, new
credit authority, or an increase or decrease
in revenues or tax expenditures, except that
the estimates with respect to new budget au-
thority shall include, when practicable, a
comparison of the total estimated funding
level for the relevant program (or programs)
to the appropriate levels under current law;
(C) the estimate and comparison prepared by
the Director of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice under section 403 of such Act, separately
set out and clearly identified, whenever the
Director (if timely submitted prior to the fil-
ing of the report) has submitted such esti-
mate and comparison to the committee; and
(D) a summary of the oversight findings and
recommendations made by the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight under
clause 4(c)(2) of rule X separately set out and
clearly identified whenever such findings and
recommendations have been submitted to
the legislative committee in a timely fash-
ion to allow an opportunity to consider such
findings and recommendations during the
committee’s deliberations on the measure.

(4) Each report of a committee on a bill or
joint resolution of a public character shall
include a statement citing the specific pow-
ers granted to the Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the law proposed by the bill or
joint resolution.

(5) If, at the time of approval of any meas-
ure or matter by any committee, other than
the Committee on Rules, any member of the
committee gives notice of intention to file
supplemental, minority, or additional views,
that member shall be entitled to not less
than two additional days (excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, or legal holidays except when
the House is in session on such a day) in
which to file such views, in writing and
signed by that member, with the clerk of the
committee. All such views so filed by one or
more members of the committee shall be in-
cluded within, and shall be a part of, the re-
port filed by the committee with respect to
that measure or matter. When time guaran-
teed by this subparagraph has expired (or, if
sooner, when all separate views have been re-
ceived), the committee may arrange to file
its report with the Clerk not later than one
hour after the expiration of such time. The
report of the committee upon that measure
or matter shall be printed in a single volume
which—

(A) shall include all supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views which have been sub-
mitted by the time of the filing of the report,
and

(B) shall bear upon its cover a recital that
any such supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views (and any material submitted
under subdivisions (C) and (D) of subpara-
graph (3)) are included as part of the report.

This subparagraph does not preclude—
(i) the immediate filing or printing of a

committee print unless timely request for
the opportunity to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views has been made as
provided by this subparagraph; or

(ii) the filing by any such committee or
any supplemental report upon any measure
or matter which may be required for the cor-
rection of any technical error in a previous
report made by that committee upon that
measure or matter.
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(6) A measure or matter reported by any

committee (except the Committee on Rules
in the case of a resolution making in order
the consideration of a bill, resolution, or
other order of business), shall not be consid-
ered in the House until the third calendar
day (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal
holidays except when the House is in session
on such a day) on which the report of that
committee upon that measure or matter has
been available to the Members of the House,
or as provided by section 305(a)(1) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 in the case of
a concurrent resolution on the budget (ex-
cept that a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holi-
day on which the House is in session shall
not be excluded under such a section): Pro-
vided, however, That it shall always be in
order to call up for consideration, notwith-
standing the provisions of clause 4(b) of rule
XI, a report from the Committee on Rules
specifically providing for the consideration
of a reported measure or matter notwith-
standing this restriction. If hearings have
been held on any such measure or matter so
reported, the committee reporting the meas-
ure or matter shall make every reasonable
effort to have such hearings printed and
available for distribution to the Members of
the House prior to the consideration of such
measure or matter in the House. This sub-
paragraph shall not apply to—

(A) any measure for the declaration of war,
or the declaration of a national emergency,
by the Congress; or

(B) any decision, determination, or action
by a Government agency which would be-
come or continue to be, effective unless dis-
approved or otherwise invalidated by one or
both Houses of Congress.
For the purposes of the preceding sentence, a
Government agency includes any depart-
ment, agency, establishment, wholly owned
Government corporation, or instrumentality
of the Federal Government or the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia.

(7) If, within seven calendar days after a
measure has, by resolution, been made in
order for consideration by the House, no mo-
tion has been offered that the House consider
that measure, any member of the committee
which reported that measure may be recog-
nized in the discretion of the Speaker to
offer a motion that the House shall consider
that measure, if that committee has duly au-
thorized that member to offer that motion.
Power to sit and act; subpoena power

(m)(1) For the purpose of carrying out any
of its functions and duties under this rule
and rule X (including any matters referred to
it under clause 5 of rule X), any committee,
or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized
(subject to subparagraph (2)(A) of this para-
graph)—

(A) to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States, whether the House
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned,
and to hold such hearings, and

(B) to require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers, and documents as it deems necessary.
The chairman of the committee, or any
member designated by such chairman, may
administer oaths to any witness.

(2)(A) A subpoena may be authorized and
issued by a committee or subcommittee
under subparagraph (1)(B) in the conduct of
any investigation or series of investigations
or activities, only when authorized by a ma-
jority of the members voting, a majority
being present. The power to authorize and
issue subpoenas under subparagraph (1)(B)
may be delegated to the chairman of the
committee pursuant to such rules and under
such limitations as the committee may pre-

scribe. Authorized subpoenas shall be signed
by the chairman of the committee or by any
member designated by the committee.

(B) Compliance with any subpoena issued
by a committee or subcommittee under sub-
paragraph (1)(B) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House.
Use of committee funds for travel

(n)(1) Funds authorized for a committee
under clause 5 are for expenses incurred in
the committee’s activities; however, local
currencies owned by the United States shall
be made available to the committee and its
employees engaged in carrying out their offi-
cial duties outside the United States, its ter-
ritories or possessions. No appropriated
funds, including those authorized under
clause 5, shall be expended for the purpose of
defraying expenses of members of the com-
mittee or its employees in any country
where local currencies are available for this
purpose; and the following conditions shall
apply with respect to travel outside the
United States or its territories or posses-
sions:

(A) No member or employee of the commit-
tee shall receive or expend local currencies
for subsistence in any country for any day at
a rate in excess of the maximum per diem set
forth in applicable Federal law, or if the
Member or employee is reimbursed for any
expenses for such day, then the lesser of the
per diem or the actual, unreimbursed ex-
penses (other than for transportation) in-
curred by the Member or employee during
that day.

(B) Each member or employee of the com-
mittee shall make to the chairman of the
committee an itemized report showing the
dates each country was visited, the amount
of per diem furnished, the cost of transpor-
tation furnished, any funds expended for any
other official purpose and shall summarize in
these categories the total foreign currencies
and/or appropriated funds expended. All such
individual reports shall be filed no later than
sixty days following the completion of travel
with the chairman of the committee for use
in complying with reporting requirements in
applicable Federal law and shall be open for
public inspection.

(2) In carrying out the committee’s activi-
ties outside of the United States in any
country where local currencies are unavail-
able, a member or employee of the commit-
tee may not receive reimbursement for ex-
penses (other than for transportation) in ex-
cess of the maximum per diem set forth in
applicable Federal law, or if the member or
employee is reimbursed for any expenses for
such day, then the lesser of the per diem or
the actual unreimbursed expenses (other
than for transportation) incurred, by the
member or employee during any day.

(3) A member or employee of a committee
may not receive reimbursement for the cost
of any transportation in connection with
travel outside of the United States unless
the member or employee has actually paid
for the transportation.

(4) The restrictions respecting travel out-
side of the United States set forth in sub-
paragraphs (2) and (3) shall also apply to
travel outside of the United States by Mem-
bers, officers, and employees of the House
authorized under clause 8 of rule I, clause
1(b) of this rule, or any other provision of
these Rules of the House of Representatives.

(5) No local currencies owned by the United
States may be made available under this
paragraph for the use outside of the United
States for defraying the expenses of a mem-
ber of any committee after—

(A) the date of the general election of
Members in which the Member has not been
elected to the succeeding Congress; or

(B) in the case of a Member who is not a
candidate in such general election, the ear-

lier of the date of such general election or
the adjournment sine die of the last regular
session of the Congress.

Clause 3: Broadcasting of Committee
Hearings and Meetings

3. (a) It is the purpose of this clause to pro-
vide a means, in conformity with acceptable
standards of dignity, propriety, and deco-
rum, by which committee hearings, or com-
mittee meetings, which are open to the pub-
lic may be covered, by television broadcast,
radio broadcast, and still photography, or by
any of such methods of coverage—

(1) for the education, enlightenment, and
information of the general public, on the
basis of accurate and impartial news cov-
erage, regarding the operations, procedures,
and practices of the House as a legislative
and representative body and regarding the
measures, public issues, and other matters
before the House and its committees, the
consideration thereof, and the action taken
thereon; and

(2) for the development of the perspective
and understanding of the general public with
respect to the role and function of the House
under the Constitution of the United States
as an organ of the Federal Government.

(b) In addition, it is the intent of this
clause that radio and television tapes and
television film of any coverage under this
clause shall not be used, or made available
for use, as partisan political campaign mate-
rial to promote or oppose the candidacy of
any person for elective public office.

(c) It is, further, the intent of this clause
that the general conduct of each meeting
(whether of a hearing or otherwise) covered,
under authority of this clause, by television
broadcast, radio broadcast, and still photog-
raphy, or by any of such methods of cov-
erage, and the personal behavior of the com-
mittee members and staff, other Government
officials and personnel, witnesses, television,
radio, and press media personnel, and the
general public at the hearing or other meet-
ing shall be in strict conformity with and ob-
servance of the acceptable standards of dig-
nity, propriety, courtesy, and decorum tradi-
tionally observed by the House in its oper-
ations and shall not be such as to—

(1) distort the objects and purposes of the
hearing or other meeting or the activities of
committee members in connection with that
hearing or meeting or in connection with the
general work of the committee or of the
House; or

(2) cast discredit or dishonor on the House,
the committee, or any Member or bring the
House, the committee, or any Member into
disrepute.

(d) The coverage of committee hearings
and meetings by television broadcast, radio
broadcast, or still photography shall be per-
mitted and conducted only in strict conform-
ity with the purposes, provisions, and re-
quirements of this clause.

(e) Whenever a hearing or meeting con-
ducted by any committee or subcommittee
of the House is open to the public, those pro-
ceedings shall be open to coverage by tele-
vision, radio, and still photography, except
as provided in paragraph (f)(2). A committee
or subcommittee chairman may not limit
the number of television or still cameras to
fewer than two representatives from each
medium (except for legitimate space or safe-
ty considerations, in which case pool cov-
erage shall be authorized).

(f) Each committee of the House shall
adopt written rules to govern its implemen-
tation of this clause. Such rules shall include
provisions to the following effect:

(1) If the television or radio coverage of the
hearing or meeting is to be presented to the
public as live coverage, that coverage shall
be conducted and presented without commer-
cial sponsorship.
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(2) No witness served with a subpoena by

the committee shall be required against his
or her will to be photographed at any hear-
ing or to give evidence or testimony while
the broadcasting of that hearing, by radio or
television, is being conducted. At the request
of any such witness who does not wish to be
subjected to radio, television, or still photog-
raphy coverage, all lenses shall be covered
and all microphones used for coverage turned
off. This subparagraph is supplementary to
clause 2(k)(5) of this rule, relating to the pro-
tection of the rights of witnesses.

(3) The allocation among the television
media of the positions of the number of tele-
vision cameras permitted by a committee or
subcommittee chairman in a hearing or
meeting room shall be in accordance with
fair and equitable procedures devised by the
Executive Committee of the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(4) Television cameras shall be placed so as
not to obstruct in any way the space between
any witness giving evidence or testimony
and any member of the committee or the vis-
ibility of that witness and that member to
each other.

(5) Television cameras shall operate from
fixed positions but shall not be placed in po-
sitions which obstruct unnecessarily the cov-
erage of the hearing or meeting by the other
media.

(6) Equipment necessary for coverage by
the television and radio media shall not be
installed in, or removed from, the hearing or
meeting room while the committee is in ses-
sion.

(7) Floodlights, spotlights, strobelights,
and flashguns shall not be used in providing
any method of coverage of the hearing or
meeting, except that the television media
may install additional lighting in the hear-
ing or meeting room, without cost to the
Government, in order to raise the ambient
lighting level in the hearing or meeting
room to the lowest level necessary to provide
adequate television coverage of the hearing
or meeting at the then current state of the
art of television coverage.

(8) In the allocation of the number of still
photographers permitted by a committee or
subcommittee chairman in a hearing or
meeting room, preference shall be given to
photographers from Associated Press Photos
and United Press International News-
pictures. If requests are made by more of the
media than will be permitted by a commit-
tee or subcommittee chairman for coverage
of the hearing or meeting by still photog-
raphy, that coverage shall be made on the
basis of a fair and equitable pool arrange-
ment devised by the Standing Committee of
Press Photographers.

(9) Photographers shall not position them-
selves, at any time during the course of the
hearing or meeting, between the witness
table and the members of the committee.

(10) Photographers shall not place them-
selves in positions which obstruct unneces-
sarily the coverage of the hearing by the
other media.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media shall be then cur-
rently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by still
photography shall be then currently accred-
ited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(13) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media and by still pho-
tography shall conduct themselves and their
coverage activities in an orderly and unob-
trusive manner.

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS, 105TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona [Mr. STUMP] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to the
requirement of clause 2(a) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, I sub-
mit herewith the rules of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs for the 105th Congress and
ask that they be printed in the RECORD at this
point. These rules were adopted by the com-
mittee on February 5, 1997.

COMMITTEE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
105TH CONGRESS

(Adopted February 5, 1997)
RULE 1—APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES

The Rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day is a mo-
tion of high privilege in Committees and
subcommittees. Each subcommittee of the
Committee is a part of the Committee and is
subject to the authority and direction of the
Committee and to its rules so far as applica-
ble.
RULE 2—COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

REGULAR AND ADDITIONAL MEETINGS

(a)(1) The regular meeting day for the
Committee shall be at 10 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of each month in such place as the
Chairman may designate. However, the
Chairman may dispense with a regular Tues-
day meeting of the Committee.

(2)(A) The Chairman of the Committee
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Commit-
tee for the consideration of any bill or reso-
lution pending before the Committee or for
the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purpose
pursuant to that call of the Chairman.

(B) The Chairman shall notify each mem-
ber of the Committee of the agenda of each
additional regular meeting of the Committee
at least 24 hours before the time of the meet-
ing, except under circumstances the Chair-
man determines to be of an emergency na-
ture. Under such circumstances, the Chair-
man shall make an effort to consult the
ranking minority member, or in such mem-
ber’s absence, the next ranking minority
party member of the Committee.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(b)(1) The Chairman, in the case of a hear-
ing to be conducted by the Committee, and
the subcommittee Chairman, in the case of a
hearing to be conducted by a subcommittee,
shall make public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any hearing to
be conducted on any measure or matter at
least one week before the commencement of
that hearing unless the Committee or the
subcommittee determines that there is good
cause to begin the hearing at an earlier date.
In the latter event, the Chairman or the sub-
committee Chairman, as the case may be,
shall obtain the concurrence of the ranking
minority member and make such public an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date.
The clerk of the Committee shall promptly
notify the Daily Clerk of the Congressional
Record and the Committee scheduling serv-
ice of the House Information Systems as
soon as possible after such public announce-
ment is made.

(2) Meetings and hearings of the Commit-
tee and each of its subcommittees shall be
open to the public unless closed in accord-
ance with clause 2(g) of House rule XI.

QUORUM AND ROLLCALLS

(c)(1) A majority of the members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum for
business and a majority of the members of
any subcommittee shall constitute a quorum
thereof for business, except that two mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking testimony and receiving evi-
dence.

(2) No measure or recommendation shall be
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee was actu-
ally present.

(3) There shall be kept in writing a record
of the proceedings of the Committee and
each of its subcommittees, including a
record of the votes on any question on which
a rollcall is demanded. The result of each
such rollcall vote shall be made available by
the Committee for inspection by the public
at reasonable times in the offices of the
Committee. Information so available for
public inspection shall include a description
of the amendment, motion, order or other
proposition and the name of each member
voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members
present but not voting.

(4) A record vote may be demanded by one-
fifth of the members present or, in the appar-
ent absence of a quorum, by any one mem-
ber. With respect to any rollcall vote on any
motion to amend or report, the total number
of votes cast for and against, and the names
of those members voting for and against,
shall be included in the report of the Com-
mittee on the bill or resolution.

(5) No vote by any member of the Commit-
tee or a subcommittee with respect to any
measure or matter may be cast by proxy.

CALLING AND INTERROGATING WITNESSES

(d)(1) Committee and subcommittee mem-
bers may question witnesses only when they
have been recognized by the Chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee for that pur-
pose, and only for a 5-minute period until all
members present have had an opportunity to
question a witness. The 5-minute period for
questioning a witness by any one member
may be extended only with the unanimous
consent of all members present. The ques-
tioning of witnesses in both Committee and
subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by
the Chairman, followed by the ranking mi-
nority party member and all other members
alternating between the majority and minor-
ity. In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall
take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and
shall establish the order of recognition for
questioning in such a manner as not to dis-
advantage the members of the majority.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) regarding the 5-minute rule, the
Chairman after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member may designate an
equal number of members of the Committee
or subcommittee majority and minority
party to question a witness for a period not
longer than 30 minutes. In no event shall the
Chairman allow a member to question a wit-
ness for an extended period under this rule
until all members present have had the op-
portunity to ask questions under the 5
minute rule. The Chairman after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member may
permit Committee staff for its majority and
minority party members to question a wit-
ness for equal specified periods of time.

(3) So far as practicable: (A) each witness
who is to appear before the Committee or a
subcommittee shall file with the clerk of the
Committee, at least 48 hours in advance of
the appearance of the witness, a written
statement of the testimony of the witness
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